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rff isolated at Paardeberg, and had to surrender; the my in Natal withdrew to meet the new threat; cy was relieved on February 15, Ladysmith on r 28, and Roberts entered Bloemfontein, the capital ree State, on March 13.
larch had been exhausting, and owing to the capture
port, the troops had been reduced to half-rations
ome part of it.   A period of reaction followed during
he Boers had some minor successes, and again made
apt to invade Cape Colony and were driven back.
Y i Roberts continued his advance and invaded the
al, meeting with comparatively little resistance.    A
olumn was thrown out for the relief of Mafeking,
it resistance of which, under Colonel Baden-Powell,
m great applause;   and this was  accomplished on
'.   Roberts, meanwhile, had crossed the Sand River
*red Johannesburg on the 28th.   On June 5 he marched
*toria, from which President Kruger had fled, taking
m the archives and an unknown quantity of " Boer
Various other operations were undertaken during the
w weeks to dear the Transvaal up to the Portuguese
and by aU the tests applied to ordinary warfare the
rare decisively beaten.
Tifti War
t successes had been rapid and spectacular, and when
loberts returned to England in the autumn it was
ly believed that the war was over.   The two Boer.
Mcs had been annexed, their Presidents were in flight,
ipitals were in British hands; they had no War Office,
ry, munition factories, or any other means of making
Bed war.   But the Boers were no ordinary warriors,
^y took advantage of the dispersal of their regular army
5 removal with it of any focus for British attack, to start
sing guerrilla war, which for nearly two years longer
xl all efforts to deal with it.   Knowing the ground inti-
r, and being well supplied with ponies and rifles, the Boer
anders, Botha, De Wet, De la Rey, Smuts, performed
es of rapid movement, sudden attack and as sudden
» inflicting many  mortifying reverses  upon British
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